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"THE PUBLIC MAN AND HIS PRORLEMS"

Let us this evening reverse the moving ricture of our daily
1ife; for the moment blot out this beautiful city, with its bricks
and stones and mortar, and rush and roar of machinery, and picture
this country as it was in the days of the Indians.,

There was then the conparatively peaceful life of the Red Man,
In that life, he excrcised a thing which we call instinct, and he
lacked that which we call intclligence. By his instinct, he could
foretell the approach of a storm down the lake; by his instinct he
trailed game; in the story of the woods and of the birds, he fore-
told the coming and going of the seasons, In other words, he lived
and moved and had his being through instinct.

Now let us view the picture of the present hour, Ve look toward
the heavens and see machinery whirling through the atmosphere at 2n
unbelievable specd., We focus our eyes uron a track and see a
mechanical monster go by at the rate of one hundred miles an hour.
A machine dives wunder the ocean and by the effect of human mind
travels at a speed of twenty miles an hour, e utter werds through
a receiver, and by a mechanism the human voice is carried around
the world.,

Today, from early morn till noon, from ncon till dewy eve, man
is ticd to a machine or dodging one, until he has become a slave to
machinery,

Whatever benefit he has received from machines, he- has paid
the price, for he has lost that guide of pionecer days called in-
stinct., In the complexity of his lif: today, he has rcached the
roint where his actions must be controlied by reason and not in-

stinct, In the ncise and whirl of ©trr=iners, he is far frum the
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still small veice which guided his simpler predecessor, and he is in
grcat danger of becoming a machine without a soul., Yet he clings
Still tc his primitive instinct of right and wrong, and struggles
to arrly it to his comprlicated business of living.,

Deep within him i3 the convintion that he must be mastzr of his
fate, that he must steer his course, unswayed by prejudice, unchanged

by criticism, untouched by temptations of self-interest, His

character depends upon his morel courage, - is he a weakiing, are
his opinions vacillating, does he beccome discouraged and frightened
by unfortuvnate expsriences?

Mark Twain once said "don't get more out of an experience than
there is in it," For exanple, a cat will sit on a hot stcve - once -
and having sat on a hot stove once, will forsver after refuse to sit
on a coid stove,

Our modern man must lsarn the differcnce between a hot stove
and a cold stove. His reason must teach hir to get out of this ex-
perience with a machine-wade world the best there is in it, He has
before him responsibilities of which his Indian predecessors never
dreamred, and orrortunities which a few centuries ago would have
secmed a fairy tale.

I have been talking cf the human being in terms of an individual.
Gather together a few million of such individuals and we have a
nation, growing, de¢veloping, improving or deteriorating to just the
extent that its citizens grow and dzvelop, And with this growth
comes the nced for official machinery, governmental management of
national affairs, laws and rules and regulations for the good of the
reople and of the country.

Sometimes in the bustle of busincss life we overlock the im-

portance of governmental machinery, but every four ysars we are re-

minded; and at these times at lcast we take an account of stock, We

stor to consider our progress - is the country grewing in the Tuehe

dircction, or is it sliding down Liil? Is public intcrest in the
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One of the dangerous symptoms of waning interest is found in
the attitude of the common mind toward public office. At some stages

within the last twenty years, I have seen public office going begging

at a discount, : .
Around about the year 19C0O, the man in public life was looked o
upcen almost with pathos by those in the financial worid. Then .."

Theodore Roosevelt came on the scene and officialdom took én a charn

that made men seek it in preference to the market place., With the
rassing of the Roosevelt administration the charm died away and was
only revived when Woodrow Wilson made his entrance as a national
figure. For the last two years business has again dominated the ‘.l'
imagination and one holding public office is constantly pressed in

notes of rity, with the question "Why don't you get out of office

and make some money? There is nothing in political life at its Ill.
best." The guestion has becn answered by hundreds of Federal office
holders who have resigned from official 1life beccause they could not
live on their salaries, or buccausce they could not withstand the
tempting offers made to them by business,

Why do men go into public life if there is nothing in it? Why
does the young man, holding some small official position in his
municipality, or occupied in business life, dream that some day in
this land of equal opportunity he may occupy the "hite House? Uhy
the White House rather than the master of some great business house
or a mansion on the avenue of our great mctropclis?

Because, back of our scramble for wealth and fame, back of our
zest for business, there is the consciousness that the strongest in-
fluence in our machine-made world is the guiding hand of thz man who
is naster of our country's machinery. That wan and his official
associates are making the histery of our nation; in thelr hands lies
a power for public good beyond all reckoning, and an influence that
rcaches to the ends of the ecarth,

Our drecamer knows that in our great crises, the peoprle of the

country do not look to New York, or Chiecago, rr Zan Francisco -
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they look to Yashington.,

The youthful mind envelops the nation's capital with the halo
of history and the doings and sayings of great men, until this city,
with its narble buildings and its green background, becomes in his

mind the apex of American life,

# How does this dream work out in actual experience? Let us sup-
pose that our dreamer receives the call, that he leaves his home and
takes up his 1life in the heart of official action., Inspired by the
romance of Washington, he entars the field and makes an assessment
of what lics before him,

Orportunity, so far as dealing with big things, is greater even

he
than,imagined. The chance for the exercise of the initiative is un-

linited, and in the first flush of his official 1life he welcomes the
thought of being avle to do tnoss things which will affect the entire
nation and of living to sc¢e the results of his efforts,

It is in this frame of mind that he soon discovers that he is
surrounded by a wall, and that coumunicaticn with his client, the
peorle, is exceedingly difficult. This wall is composed of groups

of men representing clicecnts, The business nan's intercests are taken

care of by the United States Chamber of Conmerce, equirred with able
and energetic men, The farming organizations have their representa-
tives who give the lie to the fast fading idea that the farmer is not
as intelligent as the city man, The laboring man is protscted by
wise and skilled advocates, In fact all of the great grours of this
I country are represented except the ultimate consumer - at least until
recently when there came into existence an organization called the
"National Consumer's League."

These groups cannot be criticized for such rerresentation, They
hownever must naturally stress th: side of that whicn they represcnt,
and they are naturally most interested in distribution to the con-
sumer, The constant articulation on the part of th:zsc mevoral rerre-

sentatives makes it very difficult for the official %o hear the voicce

of the consumer zand to s3t—ikz 2 {217 talance of the rublic n:ieds.,
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It is a real task to hsar all and gét the point of view of each. He
sccks to develop an unprejudiced, judicial attitude, and he struggles
tc keer his drcams and make them serve a praotical purpose.

Dollars and cents take on a new meaning to him, He thinks in
terms of millions and strives toc find an equable division of arpro-
priations,

As a rrivate citizen he has heard vague rumors of graft in
government offices, but he finds that every exrenditure that he makes
is first limited by the provisions of a statute passed by Congress,
and subsecquently checked by accounting officers who are under bond;
and he scon realizes that there is no ppportunity to graft with the
rublic funds,

He has read that Congress aprrorriated for the last year five
billion, six hundred and cighty-six million, five thousand seven
hundred and six dollars, and he has wondcred, before he assumed the
yoke of officialdom, what became of such a tremendous sum, He finds
that three billion, eight hundred and fifty-five million, or sixty-
eight percent of the whole, gocs for the Torld War, or previous wars,
by way of pension and otherwlse, Another tillion, or twenty-five
pecrcent of the tetal bill of the nation, is consumed in paying for
battleships, armaments, and the upkcep of the army and navy. Three
hundred and fifty million, or six percent c¢f the whole, rays for all
the ordinary expenses of the government, which includes the upkeep_
of the courts, Congress, and the executive depaftments, as well as
public works of all sorts, rublic buildings, rivers and harbors,
irrigation projects, roads and highways, perks, lighthouses, and
everything except the Post Office Department which is self-suprort-
ing. There is left but a little more than fifty-seven million
dollars, vhich is devoted to scientific, research, and educational
work, In brief, the spiritual and intellectual well-being of the

pcople is covered by an amount which 1s only one percent of our

total budget.




Iv acse ety tke ths new cfficizl lenme to dlsccver tast he i3
werking against the saznds cf tiwe =nd thst no tiwme is teing teken
cut. The span of life for him i: four yesars, CSonenow, in the fon-
fused miasma of Capital 1ifz, he is conscicus always of the folks

at home, and h¢ feels that in his heme st-te his success or fallurs

will be determined by the advancement h. receives in office durilng

the four years term. If he is ambiticus, this thoughy is a stim-
ulus to him. It may also e 2 cause of worry when he sees other
officials ascending the ladder of officialdom where the offices be-
come fewcer the higher the ascent, |

. His may be a plodding task, without the lime-light focus,
though ncne the less importznt in its resulté. Or if he is'imbued
with initiative and dédicated to the advancenent of his Governmpent,

‘ he may suddenly emerge from a rosition which is considorsd by the
peculiar judpgments of Vashington as commonrlace, to the center of
the stage.

Then his trials really begin, for every move he makes to

rdvance thc intcerests of the ultimate consumer, he is bound to

tread on the sensitive corns of some interest that has becn driving
| toward material success. Veoices from every directicn are hurled at
nim, ang waile he may have boen of assistznce to a great nass of the
~ttlic, those in oryositicn arc so vocifcrous that the tinid mind
~uails with fear, Unlcss the administrative officcer has patienc: and
an mweet the oncoring rcacticn guictliy and with a tewpcred mind, he
s11r felter and fail.,

At this juncture, ten he emerges frouw th: cbscurity of his
.“fice into the atmosphire of puvlicity, he is aware for the first
“.uwe of the focurth cst=2te. OSone morning his outer cffice is filled

1tn 2 group of very active young men who know what thsy want to
2t, and wnen they surround him for the first tine, he feels almost

) Py

"5 1f he were on trial for some great cffense that he is not aware

~f rut nust have commnitted,




“hen the clirring burzau's :fforst sre thrust uron hin, he
zets the first #ecal shock; he finds that nany whbm he thought were
his frien@s do not view his acts in that light, and othsrs whom he
rwgarded coldly or not at all arrrove of -his acts, CSomctines the

disaprroval is so enrhatic that he wavers in his own mind, It is

at this roint of develprment in a rublic official's existencs that

he cither makes or breaks, If he weakens, his initiative comes to a

halt and he learns the art of rassing the bdbuck, settling down to
a sort of negative existence; but if he is strong enough to facs the

music, he movss on with certain determinaticn, 3serene in his own mind

;and consciznce that he is rignt, regardless of the temyorary criti-
Tcism of those who arec rronouncedly voczl in their otjecticen,

N As onc ascends official life toward the goal of the White House,
"this buliing and;hauling of the administrative officcr becomes more
tstrenuous, and the voices of thoss in orrcsition become mOT: nUmLSTrous
and louder, until ons wendzrs how = Chief Magistrate of ths United
tates endurcs,

History tells us that “ashington wended his way from the Capital
Uity to Mt, Vernon weary and sick at heart from the treatment he had
eccived., The atmosgrhere that surroundsd Linccln was so surcharged
ith criticism and so recent in history that namp who are still alive
» member its intensity, CleYeland left thz Capital under a stcrm of
harges and has since cmerged as one of our great Presidents., At
ne time it seemed a wave cf criticism surged ur against Rooscevelt
hat for the time being aprecared as if it wmight annihilate him,

Let those who Believ:s in thought transmission imagine a modern
pror of Babel with all the occurants on the outside and the Cnief
ngstrate of this country on top. Then imagine one hundred and

Lfteen million voices holding the wish and sending it along in wave

oughts to him that he might be directed in the right way., Can you
agine him doing anything but the right thing, and can you imagine

y force that could stopr him?
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On ghe other hand, picture a wave of criticism flowing frem all
directions, with the great mzss of the peorle indifferent and send-
ing out no emanations, Is it difficult to imagine the handic=7 ~hich
he must o¥crcome - can the human mind and %ill alone vault such an
obstacle?

Then I look back in history, coming down its pages frowm the
days of our first Chief Magisgrate, I am reminded of another grzat
magisgrate who was a 8heik of the desert, He was an upright pan,
successful materially and spiritually, and a grcat ruler., Suddenly
gome tribes of the desert swepfrdown upon him and carried away all
of his beasts of burdem and his material resources., Then a hurricane
destroyed his house and swept away his children, Fate, not satisfied,
struck him down in body and he became so doathsome that he was
driven out of the city gates and left to welter uronm an ash heap.

His name was atricken from the tribal lista an8'BY¥s wife urged him to
cur se God and die,

In this state of mind he lookzd up across the desert and saw
three Sheiks coming toward him, As he watched their gpproach, hore
came into his heart and he said "At least these friends will under-
stand ny situation and have sympathy with me.," Se great was the.
emotidon of the three, we are¢ told that they waited seven days before
they could control their utterances. Then one by one they began to
explain, first with a prelude of sympathy, just what was wrong with
poor old Job, never admitting that he had any right on his side.
Eliphaz the eldest, the cultured, the confident; then Bildad the
bookish, the narrow; then Zelpher the young, the egotistibal, voluble,
and ignofant, roured forth their voices. But when Job in turn
attempted to reply, not only did his exrlanations fall uron deaf
ears, but the thfee tuened uron him and rended him verovally,

At last Jdob rose and in that most famous picture of sardornic

humor exclaimed "No dubt but ye are the people and wisdom shall

die with you." .
AN




History repeats itself. A£11 iown?the ages the lezders of men
have been lzuded and ridiculed, sneroved and criticized, The speed-
ing up of life hzs made existence more and more difficult and public
seérvice more and more compliczted. The man who is the servant of his
pepple has not within himself the strength to meet the responsitili-
ties that =zre thrust upon him. If he has not that juigment that
comes from contemplating the universe zs builded by the Master
Architect - 1f he forgets thzt humanity moves &lowly ani’that a
thousani years are but a day in the desvelopment of the rzce, he is
indeed a pitiful object of weakness,

Bu% if he realizes that there is a greater force around about
him, and is responsive to a Divine force that is within him, then
by the impulse of his own thourht he can come into contac$® with thzt
~reater force. That moment his rind will become serene, The atmos-
chere will clzrify znd his brzin will be clezr for action, Then he
will realize thzat his orly rewsrd will be the satisfaction that
comes from service. The crowds of witnes=2s zrounl about him, for
or zeainst him, will not sway his judgment., His initistive will be
fired znew, znd he widl welcome the cptortunity that his naticn hzs
given him to zerve 1it.

Public service todzy demands the solution of tremendous nationsl

rroblems.

rs to be a mighty conflict

W

As we look zbcut, we beholld what =
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re
developing between the coherts of capitzl and laoor. Shzll the no-
mar4g land between the opnosing czmps be 1éft a dz2relict? Is there
ne one to step into the breach, courageous znocugh vhen the situation
demznds it, to make even a "lezp in the d:rx"7? It is juet =s
objectionable to jcin in the chorus of cz1lling the lzborer, or even
the striker, a "bolshevik" or "zn=rchist", zs it ie to cz1l catital-
ists "bloodsuckers". Reckless use of controversiz1l half-truths will

never gecure a real union of classes, both equally essentizl to our

nztien's welfare.
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Lzbor and caritzl to ezch other zre like the two blzies of a
pzir of scissors, Blzde by blade neither of them is of nuch rrodiuc-
tige vzlue, but emrloyed togethear thi}r proiuctive vzlue 1s enormus.

Here, if anywhere, we need sane and unselfish lezlership to brir
about a better understanding between elements of our nation which
otherwise mzy irift further zn. further spart towzrds = situzation of
irreconcilable estrznsement.

Take the rezlm of trade, Out of the buciness experience of 3=s%
generztions there has come jown to us the loctrine of "caveat emctor"-
let the buyer bewszre! -~ This principie avoeared fair znd eguitable
enough in its 3day, but does it operste justly unier the coxnlex con-
litions of modern commcrce =zni trzde? Consiler, what weans hzs
the average buyer znd consumer of ¥nowing thzt the focd, the cleothing,
znd the fuel which he requires zs necesz=zries of 1life, =re whclesome
and not imitzticn? How can he know about decevtive containers,'
"weighted" silk, "loziled" sponges, false indicaticn of crigin, mis-
leading advertisements, misbrzniing, zni the multitude of deceontive
trzde pr=ctices which threaten tc vietimize hin?

Agzin, who is going to trrotect the guileless purchaser who 1z

coo<
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in his winter¥s store of fuel, or the thrifty housewife who buys =uzsz.
for the canning seascn sgazinst the ever-busy profitesr? How is the
ultimzte consumer to find through the mzse ¢f modern bookkespinz =nd
cost accountino ficures with which the profiteer anl the rmonctolist
justifies his prices znd costs?

War-time —Srosperity h=s bred z veritzble crzze for sveculation,
Unscruvulous ren have seized upon the opportunity. "ild ocat schemes
of every color ani shaiedare being worked, The honest small investor
with his savings is up acainst it! Adréitly woried circulars and
7lib-tongued rremoters zre on the lock-out for hir, add only too ofter
does he become a victim to their snares,

You szy "caveat emptor" - "let the buyer bewzre"! But I zsk,

is it fair, iec it just, is it at 311 in zccord with the snirit of ocur
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times !
times to place such a rezwcnsibility unon the willions of individusal

buyers and consumers?

Here, it seems to me, an =zlmost unlimited field for rublic
sefvice ogens un before our eyes. Here orrvortunities beckon to the
public official to serve as 3 faithful tribune of the people, shield-
ing them sgainst the greed ani trickery of selfish interests, and
uphclding the stzaniard of cood morals in our business life.

As the Jomestic wroblems of our nztion gpo® in rumbef znd
importance from day to day, a yearning cry rings out through the
land stronger than ever for progressive and constructive lezlershir.

The momentous tasks of z3justing the heavy wsr burlen, of zuid-
ing the finances of the nsation safely through these criticzl times,
of eliminating clzss hztred and strife znd promoting peace znd
prosverity, cannot be solveld by selfish men or time-servers, neither

by reckless leaders nor by reacticnzry men. It woulld be like giving

o

the Jonkey his thistles with zn occzsicnzl carrot.

To tang anl zolt the Zoor cn wrogress is only tc precizitzte
a struggle for un-thought-out modes of its =ccomplishment.

What we need zare men of couraze, character znd =rovity, sublic
cervants with =z conscience znd z sense of resvensibility to our
nation as a whole and to God.

And bzck of thsse men of ccurage, must be the whole-hezrtel
interest =znd ccoperation of every citizen in our nation., One mzn
with =z few helpers, however great their lezliership, however true
their purvose, cannot meet the siuztion today.

We zare like the Children of Israel, wz=nlering zrounld in a
"iljerness of Démocracy. Pionesr lezders of our country have had =

vision of liberty =nd justice, Tneir minds hzve trzveled intc the

future znd founi the 1=znd of milkx znd honey and wonderful fruits.

But zs in the ancient story, others Jieclzre thzt the cromised land I.

a place inhabited by gziznts, and would condemn the seers to bitter

conjemnztion and stoning.
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We have taken the virgin soi{ of this great fertile counrtry,
anl from the simplicity of the days of the Indian have grown in a
few hundred y=sars to a vast estate with unlimited possibilities.
We have within our grasp the heights of success and power,

At last we find oursg¢lves on the border of the promised land
where every man shall have peace ani prosperity, liverty and justice.
Shall we go up and take possession, or shall we turn our backs ard

choose to wander in the Wilderness? The answer lies within the

soul of each individual znd the soul of the nation.

Celimt L we gD



